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Latvian GB is 

490 km long

182km along the 

open Baltic Sea

308km along the 

Gulf of Riga



Soviet Union border width varied.

The average width was 1,5km inland.

In the widest part it was 8km inland, in case of Slītere National Park.

16 Natura 2000 sites was established in former border line, that cover 46% from 

Latvian Baltic sea coast.

Slītere National 

Park

NR Ances purvi un 

meži

NR Ovīši

NR Ziemupe

NR Pāvilostas 

pelēkā kāpa

NR Užava

NR Vidzemes 

akmeņainā jūrmala

NR Randu pļavas

Ķemeri National 

Park

NR Ģipka

NR Plieņciema 

kāpa

NR Ragakāpa

NP Piejūra

NP Engure

NP Bernāti

NP Pape NR – nature reserve

NP – nature park



Only 58% of EU 

protected dune habitats 

are included in Natura 

2000

EU habitats

EU priority habitats

Natura 2000

Baltic Sea



1. Language - Finno-Ugric 

Livonian 

2. The coastal villages of 

Northwest Courland

3. Livonian settlements  cut 

off by forests and 

marshlands

4. Basic occupation - fishing

5. Noticeable cultural 

progress the 1920-1930
A Liv couple photographed at the end of the 19th 

century

Conservation of 

memorial 

landscapes

Livonians (livs) – indigenous 

inhabitants of Latvia



A smokehut made from an abandoned boat.

Photo by: Vilho Setälä, 1912.

Typical Livonian 

landscape elements

The narrow - gauge railcar on its way from 

Ventspils to Lūžņa. 

Photo by: Lauri Kettunen, 1920. Dividing the catch at seashore. Photo by: Vilho Setälä, 1912.



Present day (A) and old foredune (B) relief with blow-out dune 

Typical Livonian village

landscape / geomorphology



Lūžņa 1912



Lielirbe 1912



Military past

Irbe Strait  forms the main exit 

of the Gulf of Riga to the Baltic 

Sea. It has always had an 

important strategic value. Coast 

was a external border of the 

USSR.

In 1939 the Russians returned to 

the coast of Courland and 

started to build positions for 

130-mm gun battery.

Coastal territories was a closed 

zone for civilians

The circuit of an arrangement of the Soviet coastal 

batteries in Latvia at the beginning of June, 1941



The searchlight machine of the battery Nr.456 on Red Fleet Station. 1954.

There were more Soviet soldiers in Livonian villages than 

local inhabitants



Lutheran Church  was used as a 

pioneer club.

Photo by V. Strautniece, 1988.

New military buildings was built.

Photo by D.Samite, 2010.



Landscape after dissolution of the USSR

1. Lack of inhabitants in the villages

2. No fishermen

3. Most of the houses have collapsed

4. Part of village territories is afforested

5. Military buildings take up large areas of the territory

...however, nature diversity is outstanding



STEP 1 Understanding the 

significance of the current 

site

Book «Livonians in Northern Kurzeme»

Collection of life stories about different 

Livonian villages.



STEP 2 Planning

Slītere National Park 

Management Plan

Territorial plan

Traditional seacoast 

architecture in the Slītere 

National Park. Description. 

Analysis. Proposals

«Lauku ceļotājs» 2011
POLPROP–NATURA (Nr. LIFE07ENV/LV/000981)





STEP 3 Implementation 

of the Plan

Nature trail where once was 

narrow-gauge railway was 

created. Old bridges were rebuilt 

and information stands along the 

trail were placed.



Information  about  Baltic Green Belt

www.balticgreenbelt.net

www.daba.gov.lv

www.slitere.com

Dace Samite

dace.samite@daba.gov.lv

STEP 4 How to keep going for the next 100 years...


